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Parish Registry
Died in Christ: 

01/07/2016 Lisa A. Brenkus
01/08.2016 Robert H. Fleissner
01/20/2016 Robert H. Fortune

New Addresses:
Mark Anderson 
10549 Oakmont Way
Painesville, Ohio 44077
440-796-3799

Date Usher Team Counting Team
February 7 #4 Keith Reinker #2 Barb Lewis

February 14 #5 Sue Burkholder #3 Bill Lovas
February 21 #1 John Higgins #4 Candace Rodgers
February 28 #2 Hal Cooper #1 Beckey Young

March 6 #3 Carl Malkie #2 Barb Lewis
March 13 #4 Keith Reinker #3 Bill Lovas
March 20 #5 Sue Burkholder #4 Candace Rodgers
March 27 #1 John Higgins #1 Beckey Young
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NATION FEST

Messiah’s 95th Anniversary
     In 1907, a group of people from Capernaum Lutheran 
Church at the Harbor met together to consider establishing 
a branch Church. Many of them lived in the uptown area 
and felt it would be beneficial to establish further facilities 
which would be closer to home. Accordingly, they put on 
their work clothes and built a small chapel on the corner of 
Hiawatha and Fassett Avenue.
     It was around the year 1920 that people really began to 
get serious about establishing a separate congregation. On 
February 18, 1921, a group of interested were called together 
to meet in the Chapel. The chapel was filled to over-flowing 
as Pastor Otto Oleen, who ministered to both the Mother 
church and the Chapel, presided. A committee had been 
asked to canvas the membership prior to this meeting and 
they were asked to report. Their report was as follows:
•One hundred and ninety communicant members and one 
hundred and thirty children agreed to withdraw from 
Capernaum Lutheran and establish the new church in the 
Hiawatha Street Chapel.
•The Constitution of 1907 of the Augustana Lutheran Synod 
was adopted.
     By the end of 1921, after nearly a full year’s work, the 
membership had risen to 326 communicant members and 
145 children. The Sunday School operated in two sections; 
one was in the Swedish language and one in English so that 
two superintendents were necessary. Ivar Bergman was 
superintendent of the English section of the Sunday School 
and Gust Anderson was superintendent of the Swedish 
section.
Messiah’s Pastors of the congregation:
Pr. Otto Olean 1921–1932 
Pr. C. Oscar Leonardson 1932–1938
Pr. Carl A. Moberg 1938–1944
Pr. Wallace B. Johnson 1944–1950
Pr. Howard  B. Pettersen 1951–1978
Assoc. Pr. S.C. Sneeringer, Jr. 1973–1975
Pr. Wayne L. Sherman 1979–1991
Pr. Elizabeth A. Eaton 1991–2006
Pr. Michael J. Meranda 2007–

Ground breaking for a new education wing was held in 
September 1967. The dedication took place September, 
1968.  Certainly God has richly blessed the Messiah 
Lutheran Congregation. More detailed history can be found 
in the archives room set up by Hal Cooper, Richard Blood, & 
Russell Jepson.  Current Archivist is Beckey Young.

The hospitality team is very happy to announce that 
we shall again get together for Nation Fest. It shall 
take place on Sunday April 10, 2016. We hope for lots 
of participation so that we can sample and enjoy many 
ethnic dishes and desserts. Dinner will be served at 
5:00 p.m. but people will be in the fellowship hall all 
afternoon to allow for setting up the food. We will be 
entertained by President and Mrs. Abraham Lincoln, 
impersonated by John and Marian King. They will 
give us an insight into the Lincoln’s private personas 
and will be happy to answer questions. Come one and 
all with your families and friends for this fun event. 
Sign-up sheets will be provided soon in the Love, Care 
and Concern folders. Thank you to all who can help to 
make that evening a success. 

Respectfully,
Ruth Hlinovsky

Park Bench Blanket Project
Several dozen Messiah members gathered in the church 
basement to make blankets for Ashtabula’s homeless. 
After a quick chili dinner prepared by the Men of 
Messiah, they made more than a dozen blankets which 
will be distributed in North and South Park during the 
next few weeks.



Pastor’s Page
I remember being very confused. It happened in early grade school. The month of February rolled
around. Our teacher decorated classroom walls with fresh patriotic displays. Pictures of George 
Washington and Abraham Lincoln were featured. It was Presidents Day month, and we needed 
to learn some basic facts. Washington was born February 22, 1732 in Virginia. Lincoln was born 
February 12, 1809 in Kentucky. Washington was the father of our country. Lincoln led our 
country thru the civil war. Washington chopped down a cherry tree and could not tell a lie. 
Lincoln split wood and became a lawyer. My memory still sees those vivid artists’ renderings: Washington crossing 
the Delaware Christmas Eve; noble Lincoln signing the Emancipation Proclamation. 

My confusion starts here. As we learn American history in grade school we are learning bible stories in Sunday 
school. A huge cast of bearded characters in flowing robes enters. Abraham was father of our faith who nearly slew 
his son, Isaac. (OK, “slew” is one of those bible words I never used then or now.) Moses led people thru the Red Sea. 
Sampson killed a lion. David was a king with a conceited son named Absalom. Jesus was born at Bethlehem then died 
in Jerusalem. Paul got blinded then preached about Jesus. And so forth. The characters in Sunday school curriculum 
were as plentiful as the characters in grade school curriculum. The church pictures were a bit less interesting. There 
was more color in Washington and Lincoln paintings. Churchy pictures were more black and white. But combine 
Sunday school with regular school and there are a ton of names and places to track.  

Confusion deepened. A grade school age brain is emerging from Pre-Operational to Concrete Operational thought 
and moving on toward Formal-Operational conceptualizing (Piaget). So I began to wrestle with ideas. What about 
that Trinity? Is George Washington God the Father? He has the white hair and is sort of the origin of all things. Is 
Abraham Lincoln God the Son? He sort of plays second fiddle to Washington and he did die a sacrificial death. Is 
Paul more important or is Jesus? Did Abraham and Moses hang out together; what does it really mean they were 
separated by five centuries?  And so forth. I actually recall the moment I told my brain to keep things sorted out. We 
worship God. Jesus died for love and was raised. We respect the fathers and mothers of our country. But the heroes of 
history receive their life from God. 

Confusion does not necessarily cease with age. We always face perplexing complexity. But we tell our brains to start 
out by first remembering: God deeply loves you. Always has. Always will. With that fact of life secure in our thinking 
we then go forth and confront what needs confrontation, to love what needs to be loved, to serve what needs to be 
served. 

Faithfully your pastor
Michael Meranda 
   

Messiah
Mailbag

Report of the 
Messiah Lutheran Church Foundation

2015 proved to be a busy and productive year for the 
Messiah Lutheran Church Foundation. The Board of 
Supervisors, in conjunction with Richard Alt at 
Carnegie Capital, protected the Fund’s assets, in a very 
up and down stock market year, and yet was able to 
make major contributions to church projects.

Our signature endeavor began on January 1 with the 
Foundation assuming the role of Lender on the 
existing ATM loan, at a very reduced interest rate, 
saving the congregation thousands of dollars over the 
life of the loan.

The Foundation also supported the ATM and church 
repair projects to the tune of $23,064.51. The 
donations included ATM contributions of $6476.50, 
window replacement in the rear entry way—$363.00 
and the Roof Repair Project—$15,275.

The Board of Supervisors also refocused our thoughts 
to Outreach by supporting our partners at The 
Samaritan House with a $500.00 donation in October. 
We will be looking for future opportunities to support 
outreach that match the Foundation’s constitutional 
requirements.
  
Members of the 2015 Board of Supervisors included 
Marilyn Brown, Jeff Burkholder, Russ Jepson, Jacquie 
Konter, Jerry Kujala, Renee Spencer, Ed Spencer, 
Frank Maenpa, and Pastor Meranda. In 2016, the 
Board will be welcoming Sue Burkholder and Keith 
Reinker as new members replacing Jacquie Konter 
and Renee Spencer who have completed their terms.  
We thank them for their service over the past nine 
years.

We look forward to our continued service to the life of 
Messiah Lutheran church in 2016.

Ed Spencer, Chairman

Dear friends & family of Messiah,

Words of love and compassion only seem so 
unnecessary to tell you all that nothing can compare 
to the comfort that came to me. Thank you, thank you 
for all your wishes.
Sincerely, 
Nancy Johnson

Ushers prepare for Christmas Eve Services: Martha 
Pallutch, Kevin Hunt, John Higgins, & Homer Young.

Dear Messiah Members:
   Thank you for the beautiful Christmas carols 
by the choral group and the delicious cookies.    
    Also thank you for the beautiful flowers. I 
appreciate the visits I receive from Pastor and 
Faythe. Happy New Year to everybody.

Ruth Jepson

Church Mouse says
Don’t give God instructions: 
Just report for duty.

Dear Messiah Lutheran Church Foundation:

On behalf of all of us at the Samaritan House, 
thank you very much for your recent contribution 
of $500.00. We are extremely grateful for your 
generosity.

The Samaritan House began as an idea with a 
group of area ministers in 1987. They met to 
discuss the issue of homelessness in the Ashtabula 
area. The ministers had noticed people coming to 
their churches asking for help with a place to stay 
because they were homeless. In response, the 
Samaritan House was opened in November of 
1989.

Twenty-five years later, we have served about 
4,000 different residents. Housing up to fourteen 
people at a time, the shelter serves approximately 
200 different people a year. While we have served 
people from all over the world, most of our 
residents are from right here in Ashtabula County.

It may have been a house fire, a job loss, the 
release from a rehabilitation center or one of the 
many other reasons people become homeless. By 
contributing to the Samaritan House, you help us 
provide a place to stay for someone who is facing a 
night sleeping outside.

I hope that you remain involved with the 
Samaritan House and that you continue to be a 
partner in our work on behalf of the homeless. 
You have my deepest thanks for helping us bring 
help and hope to so many.

With sincere appreciation,

Steve Sargent
Executive Director

Barb Lewis presents Christine Rutz, Principal of 
Superior Elementary, with school supplies donated by 
Messiah.

Check out these Facebook pages:
Messiah Lutheran Bula regularly updates events around the church.
Good Day are short, daily reflections on the ELW daily lectionary.✔


