Pastor’s Column

Easter Offerings

Messiah recently said farewell to a renter. Laura Goble is an executive for a nonprofit named L’Arche. From July 2018 thru July 2019, L’Arche paid Messiah
$100 per month in order to provide for Laura a little extra office space, which
she used in Messiah’s archive room. Laura left that space when she and her husband, Rich Recker, moved to Oregon. There Laura will work in the Portland office of L’Arche. Rick will renew old ties with the educational community in Milwaukie, Oregon. Ashtabula will miss their spirit and connectivity. We wish them
Godspeed; she was a good renter.

Candace Rodgers, our Church
Treasurer, reported at a recent
Finance Committee meeting
that the special Easter offering
yielded $1550 and the Lenten
Challenge offering yielded
$1250.

When L’Arche began it was a new concept in caring for those among us with severe disabilities. The method is to link one individual with one disabled person.
They live in community together. They eat together, work together, recreate together. That way the disabled person is not institutionalized. They are in relationship; the whole concept is based on mutuality. Because they are in relationship, the care giver is transformed as much as the one receiving care. I first came
across the idea of L’Arche when I heard a well-known author/teacher, Fr. Henri Nouwen, joined such a
community. This Dutch-born priest left behind a brilliant academic career at Yale and Harvard. One reason Nouwen joined a L’Arche community was to help address his own depression. He was priest to the
community and care giver for an individual. In the process he experienced healing and restoration.
So, Messiah was a “landlord” with a “tenant” that year. I’ve seen this happen more and more in these
changing times for congregations. Congregations rent out to non-profits space that had been filled with
burgeoning Sunday schools or other activities. The congregation benefits a little from extra income and
the non-profit benefits from convenient space, usually at a cost below retail. Congregations and nonprofits are ministry & service related, not bottom line oriented, so it’s a natural fit.
I thought of the huge number of folk and organizations thru the decades who have used Messiah’s building. They are too numerous to mention. This handsome old building has hosted countless people and
events from our community. When we show hospitality, we are part of a way of being that originates in the
Old Testament. There was a segment of those living in the Promised Land who understood God called
them to make sure it was a shared land. Cities of refuge were established. Resident aliens had place. Wanderers and strangers found welcome. When we welcome others into the beauty, strength and safety of this
building, we show hospitality. Hospitality is a primary we have of showing ourselves to be people of God.
Faithfully your pastor
Michael Meranda

Outdoor Service & Picnic
Messiah’s Annual outdoor service and picnic are coming up on August 18, 2019 at the
Saybrook Township Park at 5941 Lake Road West.
We will gather in the East side of the Stone Pavilion at 11:00 am for the Worship Service and Holy Communion. The picnic will follow.
Hot dogs, coffee, water, napkins, cups, plates and cutlery will be provided.
Please bring your families and friends, and a covered dish if possible for an enjoyable
time.
The Lindberg family will be in charge of preparations. Hospitality members are asked,
where possible, to lend a hand with set up and cleanup.

These were very good offerings
and really appreciated by the
Finance Committee.
Finance Committee meets the
first Monday in every month
and the meetings are open and
everyone is welcome.

Candace Rodgers

New Flag
Thanks to Beckey and Homer Young we have a new flag
flying on our flag pole.
Beckey and Homer purchased the flag and installed it on the pole.
Maggie and Carl Anderson started this tradition
many years ago. They
bought and mounted a
new flag. Joyce and Lanny Anderson then purchased and mounted the
next two flags. With
Beckey and Homer continuing the tradition.

Easter Breakfast buffet table, ready for members and friends
to “dive in”.

New Usher Team Captain

Our flag pole was erected by Buckeye Masonry
and Construction in memory of Leroy Town, one of their
employees. Roy died suddenly while on a camping trip with
his wife Sue. Roy and Sue were long time members of Messiah.

Church Mouse Heard:
The story of Adam and Eve was being
carefully explained in the primary Vacation Bible School class. Following the story, the children were asked to draw a picture to illustrate some part of the story.
Little Emily was most interested and drew a picture of a car
with three people in it. In the front seat behind the wheel
was a rather large man and in the back seat a man and a
woman.
The teacher was at a loss to understand how this illustrated
the lesson. But little Emily was prompt with her explanation. “Why, this is God driving Adam and Eve out of the
garden.”

Gary Eble, above left shown with Usher Team Coordinator John
Higgins, is replacing Hal Cooper as Captain of Usher Team # 2.
Gary has been a member of Hal’s team # 2 and has much experience
as an usher. So, this should be a relatively smooth transition.
We thank Hal for his many years of service. We look forward to
working with Gary!
Ushers are very important for a smooth worship service.

Redbrook Vespers Well Attended
Messiah Lutheran Church
615 Prospect Road
Ashtabula, OH 44004
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Redbrook Vespers were well attended this year with about 50 people.

Adult Forum:
Resumes in the Fall

Photos above clockwise from the top left show Ed Schroeder at the key board providing music, Dick and Sandy Heiser, our snowbirds from
Florida, participants going thru the buffet line getting their appetizers and Pastor leading the singing. Pastor chose as our program for this
year the singing of four songs that traditionally were celebrated on or about the solstice.
This event has become quite popular with Messiah members. There is always lots of good food, the setting is really nice with Lake Erie as a
back drop, and the fellowship expressed by members present make for a very nice event.
We wish to thank Tina Tallbacka for all of her work in setting this up. Thanks to all of the Messiah cooks who provided the delicious refreshments.

Annual Picnic and Outdoor Worship
August 18 at 11:00 am

Welcome
Home To
Messiah
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