Pastor’s Column
What are your faith stories?

It was tradition for many years at Camp Luther for the young
adults serving as staff to write their “Faith Story” to be part of
the family devotions packet distributed every week of camp.
My family group would often read one or two stories each
morning as part of our time together. After each story, the
grown ups would all look around at each other either
impressed with the wisdom from these young emerging adults
or concern at someone’s plan to follow their own path with
their band after college wasn't everything they’d hoped for.
When I joined staff, I felt immense pressure to figure out what

my Faith Story should be about. But then the next summer came and I thought, “Wait. I already

wrote my Faith Story, what am I supposed to write this year?” I went on to repeat this cycle for

each of my four summers on staff, but what I have realized since is that we don't just have one Faith
Story. Our lives are full of experiences of God’s love, grace, comfort, and guidance; we just

aren't asked to tell our stories very often. Or maybe, no one ever taught us how to tell our faith stories.
These stories don't have to be big, life altering events. There are only a couple of things

truly necessary for a faith story: awareness of God’s presence in your life and a willingness to share.

Everything else is just decoration.
Peace
Pastor Sarah Moore

Cory Heiser
Memorial Service

When?  3:30pm, July 3,2026
Red Brook Cottages
Where? 5021 Lake Road West

Ashtabula, OH 44004

The service will be held
outdoors in the front commons.
It will be casual and patriotic.
There will be a celebration of life
following the service. All are
welcome. Please, no gifts.
-Dick & Sandy Heiser

Prayer Roll:

The Prayer Roll will consist of a handful of members
randomly selected from Messiah’s roster of community
members. We may also include folks who would like to
request additional prayers, but are not ready to share more
broadly. Just because someone appears on this list, it does
NOT necessarily mean anything is wrong. There is never a
bad time to pray for someone.

This month, please pray for: Marilyn Brown, Julie Hunt,
David Anderson, Clarence Turnquist, Mary Wieck, and Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Conneaut

July Messenger Copy

Deadline June 23 at Noon

Sunday School’s Out for Summer

Worship & Music

submitted by: Rhana Wehn, chair
Communication!
If you have a question, please text me, or call
me, or talk to me at church. If I don’t know, I
can't help.
If there is a question about the altar, contact
Joan Malkie. She is more than willing to fix a
problem, answer a question or help set up on a
Saturday.
Pastor Anderson’s sermon [Pentecost Sunday]
was “Love”. Our relationship with God should
be personal and showing that love is part of
being a church goer. Be Kind!

Pictured below: Participants from the
Garden Gala holding up their lovely
sunflower paintings.

With another wonderful
year of Sunday School in
the books, we say hello to
summer break! Let’s all say
a big thank you to Shyanna
Lindberg, Jill Carle, and all
the volunteers who keep
Sunday School rolling!

Pictured Left: Sunday School
class on Easter Sunday,
decorating crosses

Memorial Fund Gifts

In Memory of Jim Brown
Sherri Hurst

In Memory of Ruth Hlinovsky
Sherri Hurst

Messiah Foundation Gifts

In Memory of Jim Brown
John & Phyllis Higgins

Flowers in Bloom!

A wonderful time was had by all who attended
the Garden Gala, Tea & Talent event. Thanks to
Kathy Shaffer, Dawn Grimm, and Rebecca
Ollikainen for facilitating!




Special Recognition for

the Music of Messiah
submitted by: Dawn Grimm

We are grateful for the dedication and talent
of the individuals who provide the music for
our worship services.

Debbie Fleming has been playing
piano/organ since she was 4 years old.
Recruited as organist for Messiah Lutheran
by the Messiah pastor Elizabeth Eaton, she
has served for 34 years. She manages her
commitment to Messiah, her busy career and
family life and active involvement with the
Ashtabula Arts Center productions so well.
She can fill the sanctuary with love, joy and
reverence with her prelude and postludes.
She welcomes the questions of children who
come to see her play.

Julie Hunt is the choir director and a vocal
talent. She began as director almost 20
years ago. Julie provides thoughtful music
selections from the large music library here
to complement the scriptures and lessons for
the Sunday. Her patience and friendly
demeanor make choir rehearsals very
pleasant. Julie often provides lovely special
vocal music during Christmas services.

Ed Schroeder is accompanist extraordinaire
for the choir and has served together with
Julie for almost 20 years. We are so
fortunate to have another organist within our
midst. When Debbie is away, Ed will fill in
very capably with the organ. Ed also juggles
his Messiah commitments with family and
community activities as he is an integral part
of the Ashtabula Brass Band. This group has
performed concerts here at Messiah which
are wonderful.

This is the beginning of summer hiatus for
the choir. If you know of someone with a
musical gift, we welcome them for special
summer music or to join us in the fall. Please
let Pastor Moore know.

June Altar Flowers

June 7%

1%t & 2" vase donor: Tricia Grosskopf in
memory of Trudy Grosskopf and Hugo &
Ethlyn Culp.

June 14%
1% & 2" vase donor: Sherrie Laveck in memory
of Laus Laveck.

June 213

1%t & 2" vase donor: Linda Crawford to the
glory of God, and in memory of Fred, Dagmar
& Clarence Crawford, Ruby & Paul Helm, and
Tim & Walter Helm.

St John’s Feast Vespers

We will be returning to Saybrook Township Park on
Tuesday June 23 at 7pm, for evening Vespers.
Please bring desserts or hors d'oeuvres to share.

Pictured above: A rainbow over Lake Erie during
the 2025 outdoor worship and picnic.

Church Mouse Heard:

Early one morning, a husband and wife
were arguing over who should get N
out of the comfy bed to make the
coffee. Finally, the wife folded her arms
and said, “You have to make the coffee.
It's in the Bible!” The husband was
shocked.

“Is not! Show me!”

Pulling out her Bible, the wife opened it to one of the
New Testament books and declared, “It says right
here - HEBREWS!”
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For The Members and Friends of Messiah Lutheran Church,
615 West Prospect Road, Ashtabula, OH 44004

Phone 440-992-9392

Email: office@messiahashtabula.com
Web: www.messiahashtabula.com

Pastor Sarah Moore cell: 513-476-0161
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