
 

 
Pastorôs Column 

 
Easter! 

 
The last bit of winter is fading, and the promise of spring is upon us- and with it 

comes the blessed joys of Easter! 
 

Oh, we have so many things we love about Easter!  It is often another time for 
families to get together.  Thanksgiving brings out the turkeys, and Easter often 
brings out the ham!  Does anyone still get a new hat for Easter?  Colored eggs, 
anyone?  (If you hide them in the house, make a list of where they areé it is dis-

tressing to track them down in a week or soé.) 
 

For so many people, those are the major thrust of Easter.  Little stuffed bunnies, 
flowers, chocolates, and jellybeans are not very far behind! 

Of course, I like chocolate bunnies (especially the ears)- but we in the church know that there is some-
thing far more important on Easter morning!  In worship, we greet each other with the ancient formula, 
ñChrist is risen!ò and ñHe is risen indeed, Alleluia!ò ñWe are an Easter people and Alleluia is our hymn of 
praise!ò St. Augustine was one of the first to proclaim this in an Easter Sunday sermon to the people of 

his church at Hippo, North Africa, around the year 400 AD. 
 

Is this great proclamation ours? If we say yes, then we must truly live like Easter makes a difference in 
our lives. That is what St. Augustine was preaching in that Easter Sunday sermon. 

If we say no to this proclamation, that is truly a great sadness. In essence, we are saying that Easter does 
not really matter in our lives; we prefer to go the way of the world rather than faithfully follow Jesus, 

who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
 

What St. Augustine meant in that Easter Sunday sermon when he taught his people what it means to be 
ñEaster people,ò was simply this: their faith in Jesus Crucified and Risen must be lived by imitating 
Christ in daily life by the way they spoke, thought and acted. Anything else was a betrayal of Jesus and 
their faith. It was true then and is just as true today and will always be true. 
ñChrist is risen!ò This should help us understand what St. Augustine was preaching. We have a hope that 
only the Risen Savior can reveal to us and to the world. With this faith and hope what else could we pos-
sibly need? 

 
Have a most Blessed and Holy Easter and Easter Season!     

May Messenger  
Copy Deadline  
12 Noon  
Tuesday 
April 25  

Outreach Opportunity 
       By: Candy Rodgers, Treasurer  
 
I just wanted to take a moment to 
update the congregation on an out-
reach opportunity that presented 
itself a few months ago.  Last No-
vember Pastor Chelsea Spencer for-
warded some information to me that she re-
ceived from the Synod meeting she had attend-
ed. The Calvary Lutheran Church in East Cleve-
land was in need of funds to replace their boiler.  
The cost of the boiler was $20,000 and they had 
half of it and need $10,000 more.   
 
She relayed to me that Calvary Lutheran Church 
is one of two congregations in the city of East 
Cleveland.  The city of East Cleveland is the 5th 
poorest city in the United States.  This congrega-
tion is an integral part of its neighborhood.  Cav-
alry is a food pantry site.  It is also a place where 
people from the neighborhood go to get warm 
during the cold winter months.  Without this 
boiler it will not only make it difficult for their 
worship community but, even more importantly, 
it will take away much needed space to care for 
their neighborhood. 
 
The finance committee met and recommended 
to council that we donate $1000 to the Calvary 
Lutheran Church from the Memorial Fund.  The 
council approved the recommendation and the 
funds were sent November 15, 2022.  I called the 
church to see if they have gotten enough funds 
and they reported to me that they are still about 
$4,000 or so short.  Letôs keep them in our pray-
ers that they will receive the funds they need to 
complete their boiler project. 

Upcoming Church Dates 
                                       By: Emelia Lindberg 
 
I wanted to inform everyone of a few dates that 
have been confirmed and need to be communi-
cated to the congregation.  
1. Sunday, May 7th after service we will be 

having a special congregational meeting.  
2. VBS will be July 10th, 11th and 12th from 

5:30pm to 8 pm.  
 
I appreciate you all taking the time. Have a great 
day.  

Flag Needs Replaced 
 
The American flag that  flies in front of the Church 
needs replaced. In a tradition 
started by Maggie and the 
late Carl Anderson members 
have purchased a  flag and 
donated it to the Church. 
Several other members have 
since done the same. 
 
Weôre looking for someone to purchase a new flag 
now. Phone Lanny Anderson (440-964-8975) if you 
are interested. 

Worship Schedule 
    By: Joanna Pretz-Anderson, W & M Chair  

 
April 2nd is Palm-Passion Sunday.  If stand-
ing isnôt a problem, plan to gather a few minutes 
before 10:00a.m. in the hallway/narthex area and 
participate in the Processional with Palms behind 
the choir. 
 
April 6th is Maundy Thursday.  Weôll worship 
at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary and hear the story of 
Jesus washing the feet of the disciples and experi-
ence the Last Supper.  At the close of the service 
weôll ñstrip the altarò, putting away all the ele-
ments in the chancel in preparation for Good Fri-
day. 
 
April 7th is Good Friday.  Weôll worship at 7:00 
p.m., hearing the account of Jesusô death and his 7 
last words as part of the ñTenebraeò service. 
 
Easter Sunday is April 9th, when we break into 
joyous song, celebrating the resurrection of Jesus 
at 10:00 a.m.   
 
If you would like to bring in a pot or vase of flow-
ers for the Easter Garden, put your name on the 
container and drop it off at church between 10-
11:30 a.m. Saturday (or place it in the coat-rack 
area earlier in the week.)   
 
During the season of Easter (7 weeks) weôll be 
singing a favorite liturgy (ELW setting 3) and 
learning a new refrain ñBe Not Afraidò #388 to 
use as our Gospel Acclamation. 
 
You may want to sponsor the Vigil Candle ($25 for 
a month); a new sign-up is in the narthex for July-
Dec.  You can also sponsor a vase of altar flowers 
@ $25 each week; there are many open dates!  
Just sign up in the narthex, write a check to the 
church, and weôll take care of the rest.  Flowers 
can be taken home after the service. 
 
�&�K�U�L�V�W���L�Q���2�X�U���+�R�P�H is a devotional which the 
church purchases for your daily prayers.  It comes 
quarterly and is on a table in the narthex for you 
to pick up and take home or deliver to someone 
who would appreciate using it.  The newest edi-
tion is for April-May-June; Pick one up next Sun-
day! 


