
Pastor’s Column 
 
U.S. History class in high school had a unit on the Dust Bowl phenomenon in the Great Depres-
sion. We saw Henry Fonda in “Grapes of Wrath”. We learned about the Soil Erosion Service Presi-
dent Roosevelt established in 1933. We learned about the Soil Conservation Act FDR signed in 
1936. That legislative action took into account soil science, flood control, and irrigation. I know in 
this extremely partisan atmosphere it is not good to mention FDR. Some say government interven-
tion is necessary. Some say that’s another example of government overreach that needs to be rolled 
back.  
 
Here’s where I am going with this. Eleanor Roosevelt reflected on those actions on behalf of Amer-
ica’s top soil. She reflected her husband was able to see first hand the devastation of the Dust Bowl 
and witness directly its impact on local communities. She wrote he could be so close to the prob-
lem because he traveled by train. Chugging back and forth across America, with stops along the 
way, one could see first hand what was really happening to the earth. The deliberately paced 
clickity clack of the of the locomotive enabled the president to experience up close the problem that needed to be addressed. He 
could solve because he journeyed slowly.   
 
One of the Blessings of Covid19 is it has slowed us down. The disruption of the economy is not a blessing. Nor are health issues 
the virus has brought a blessing. The interruption of normal life-cycles, such as education, is not a blessing. But the fact that we 
have been forced to be more deliberate and evaluate our choices, that is a blessing. Slowing down is good if it enables us the time 
and space to consider what is really valuable, what is expendable, what really needs our attention, who really needs our care.  
 
We don’t know when this will end. I’m expecting late spring of 2021. But what do I know, I thought it would be over by Easter 
2020. This has slowed us down. There are some lessons we only learn in times of slowness. In stillness we coalesce the observa-
tions and experiences made in activity. The best prayers are often prayed slowly, with a lot of pauses for listening. Sometimes 
our best activity is merely being aware, just being grateful. For some of us this pandemic has been an extended Lent. We’ve gone 
without so many things. This absence of many things allows us to evaluate them and ponder what may be a new thing in the fu-
ture. It’s OK to be slow, dear people of God.  
 
Faithfully your pastor,  
Michael Meranda 

Tis The Season 
                       By: Russ Jepson, Stewardship Chairperson 
 
Has your house been receiving a 
heavy dose of requests for financial 
support as ours has? You name it, 
charities, police and fire benevolence 
for families who have lost a spouse in 
the line of duty, youth organizations, 
helping troubled teens or those who 
have no parental guidance, Red 
Cross. Breast Cancer. Cancer Society. 
Choices. What’s a person to do? 
 
In an earlier piece I wrote about giv-
ing. I stated that people give to caus-
es they have an interest in because of what they do or because 
they have been a benefactor of that cause.  
 
Messiah is also asking you to consider it in your benevolence 
this fall as we seek your support. Has Messiah or is Messiah 
serving a need in your life or your families, especially during 
these trying times with the Covid 19 virus? 
 
Some may feel God doesn’t need our financial support, he can 
create anything he needs. True!, but he is asking us to partner 
with him in serving and giving us the opportunity to support 
his mission financially. God will be forever thankful for your 
support and bless you for what you give, cheerfully.  
 
2Corinthians 9:7 

Annual Meeting Cancelled 
 
Our Annual Meeting scheduled for October 25 after Worship 
was cancelled due to lack of a quorum.   
 
Due to this dilemma, Pastor declared our situation an emer-
gency and will ask Council to take action on behalf of the 
Congregation at their next meeting.   

 
The only item on the 
agenda was to reelect 
Candace Rodgers to a 
three year term on 
Council. 
 
Candace has been a 
long time treasurer of 
our Church and does a 
marvelous job for us.  
 
Pastor Meranda is 
shown here explaining 
that in emergencies 
Council can make de-
cisions and that the 
pandemic should 
qualify as an emergen-
cy.  
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Welcome Home to Messiah 
 
25 October thru 1 November during the Year of Pandemic 
 
We attempted our semi-annual meeting yesterday but did not 
proceed due to lack of quorum.  Possibly more of us than usual 
chose to stay because of the invitation for more of us to gather. 
For example, of the eight persons on our congregational coun-
cil, only two of them attended. I take low attendance at our 
meeting as another sign of our intelligence here in Northeast 
Ohio. Large gatherings are incubators for Covid19. Do whatever 
we can to avoid large gatherings. Hence, no quorum for the 
semi-annual meeting. Messiah, once again you did the right 
thing.  
 
Speaking of avoiding large gatherings, all my conversations lead 
to the conclusion we’ll not have the usual 11:00 pm Christmas 
Eve service at Messiah. We will, however, develop alternative 
ways to safely celebrate the incarnation. Stay tuned.  
 
I get to ride shotgun. Last week I completed training to be a poll 
worker for Ashtabula County Board of Elections. I’m assigned 
to the polling place on Cook Road. At the end of the voting day, 
the precinct supervisor gathers all the ballots in a sealed con-
tainer. S/he drives the ballots to Jefferson. Two additional per-
sons are required to be in the same vehicle as the ballots. I’m 
one of the two. This is one more check and balance guarantee-
ing honest elections. I’m so impressed with elections in Ohio. 
So much is done to encourage as much legal voting participa-
tion as possible. 
 
I had what I realized was a life-saving encounter. The weekend 
had been very uncomfortable. Sunday afternoon I went to the 
urgent care clinic and was diagnosed with a urinary tract infec-
tion. Two prescriptions were given and things started to feel 
much better.  I realized again the miracle of antibiotics. I 
thought of pioneer history. I wondered at all the graves that 
paved the way on the Oregon Trail. Nowadays infections are 
simply cleared up. In prior days infections overwhelmed organs 
and systems and humans died. Painfully. Good medicine is part 
of what Lutherans refer to as the preservation of creation. Life 
and health are preserved. We continue on growing in love to-
ward God and neighbor. 
 
Welcome Home to Messiah,  
Pastor M  

Church Mouse’s Definition Of  
                          A Church Secretary   
 
Lifts buildings to walk under them; 
 
Kicks locomotives off the track; 
 
Catches speeding bullets in her teeth; 
 
When God speaks, she says , “may I 
ask who’s calling?” 

2020 Giving Tree 
                          By: Kathy Nordquest and Cathy Carle    
 
It’s hard to believe  that it is that time of year already. As in 
past years we would like to continue our tradition of The 
Giving Tree and help a family in need have a wonderful hol-
iday. With all of the crazy things going on concerning the 
Covid situation, we plan on doing things differently this year.  
 
Since many of us are not comfortable attending Church ser-
vices or going shopping except when necessary, we have de-
cided to not put up a tree with tags for you to take. We feel it 
is safer for all concerned to ask for gift cards to give to the 
family and to have them purchase what they need.  
 
We would like you to purchase gift cards and drop them off at 
the Church. Since they will need to  do their own shopping we 
would like to wrap this up a little earlier this year. We would 
like the cards dropped off at the Church by Sunday, Decem-
ber 13th.  
 
We are still waiting on details about the family, but suggested 
cards would be for grocery stores, gas stations, Walmart, Am-
azon, and J.C.Pennys. We will update you with other sugges-
tions when we know more about the family.  
 
Lets help a special family have a wonderful holiday.  

2019 Giving Tree 

Bible Study 
 
Pastor’s Wednesday morning Bible Study is continuing with  
three participants one recent Wednesday. They are L to R; 
Ruth Hlinovsky, Nancy Krajec, Manette Nelson and Pastor.  


