Pastor’s Column
It’s the end of August as I write this. I’ve lived on some northern latitudes. Yakima, Washington
rests just under the 47th parallel. There was always a night in August when the wind blew in cool.
You could feel the arrival of fall. Few people had air-conditioned homes. Summer nights were
warm in our houses. But in Yakima, east of the Cascade Mountains, the night air was dry, not humid. So, it was hot but not uncomfortable. But I can still feel “that” night in August. Sunset was
noticeably earlier. The breeze picked up. It billowed the curtains like a sail. The air was actually
cool. You knew it was time to get psyched up for school. Soon long sleeve shirts and light jackets
would be part of the wardrobe. Being out in long summer nights would soon give way to being
outside in crisp autumn days. The change was signaled by the first cool night in August. In that
late August breeze, you could feel the certainty of fall.
We’ve just entered September here. But what will this September bring? Our students are returning to their schools, sort of. Our congregation has regular holy communion on Saturdays and Sundays, that’s about it. Lend A Hand is open, the clothing bank is not. Covid19 cases are surging in some regions; thankfully, cases
have curtailed in other regions. There was talk the Russians have the antidote; there was a press conference announcing the
FDA has approved plasma therapy in the USA. We can isolate in our cars and enjoy Sunday afternoon drives; but large group
gatherings are still prohibited. And never leave home without your mask. We live in more uncertainty than certainty.
Uncertainty is uncomfortable. It should be. If all was uncertain, we’d never get anything done. That is why societies organize as
much certainty as we are able. We need health care, food supply, water, energy, healthy relationships. Luther provides a basic
list of certainties in the First Article. When basic certainties are in place, we survive and thrive.
But for people of faith, uncertainty is not merely loss. Uncertainty is a crucible. Uncertainty is our factory. In it we are forged
and hammered and stretched and strengthened and tested. We never invite dangerous uncertainty, such as a pandemic. But as
we go thru it, we realize what we have become in spite of it. This has tested our patience. It has renewed our strength. It has
taught us to never give up hope. It has reminded us how important relationships are. It has reminded us how important community is. It has reminded us we are wired to be with and for others. I’m not sure what will happen to world peace, the American economy, the national culture after this. But I’m sure people of faith will understand much more deeply what God wants us
to understand about hope and love. I’m sure people of faith will understand how to live more decisively, less wastefully, more
purposefully, when Covid19 is behind us. We are already being renewed and encouraged to face the next great uncertainty.
Faithfully your pastor,
Michael Meranda

Stewardship Corner How Ya’ll Doin?

By: Russ Jepson, Stewardship Chair

I was thinking on the way home from Church August 12 about
all the fellow members I miss seeing and talking to each Sunday morning, especially as greeter. How about you?
One way we could let everyone know how we’re doing, for
those willimg, is to email the Church and let us know or phone
relaying the info to the secretary or pastor. This would then be
put in the Messenger.
Sounds like an archaic way to do it, doesn’t it? But I know a
few members don’t have the modern day technology or follow
or use various apps. The printed word is how they get information. If we can’t meet in person we can connect in print.
Let us not forget those who are really
quarantined, those in nursing homes
and those who are recovering from
surgery Connie Cooper, Faith Jerome, Jacqueline Konter, Tonya
Tallbacka Thomas, Kathy Nordquest.
As for Dorene and me we’re doing
well. Limiting our public exposure to
drug stores, taking drives around the
county, fishing, riding the Greenway
Trail as a volunteer Bike Patrol.
Hope to hear your story.
Hebrews 10:25

October Messenger Copy
Deadline September 29
Letters and Emails
Pastor Meranda,
Thank you and the staff at Messiah for your efforts to provide
online, “safe” services to the members of Messiah.
We (Keith and I) watch weekly and enjoy your tours of the
Church. It brings back many memories to Keith.
Stay safe!
Joan Pearson
Kent Ohio

Swanson Bequeath

By: Lanny Anderson, For Finance Committee

Church Treasurer Candy Rodgers reported at the last Finance
Committee meeting that the Swanson Bequeath as of June 30
had a total of $19,990. This bequeath was about $75,000
when it was first left to the Church by Eleanor Swanson at her
death many years ago.
Over the years the Finance Committee has used the money for
boiler replacement, roof repairs and a number of other projects.
It has been a contribution that has been much appreciated by
the Congregation.

1956 Administrative Board

Garden Is Great!

In 1956 Messiah celebrated it’s 35th anniversary and published a 27 page booklet that had a lot of information and pictures. One of the pictures was of the Administrative Board
which is pictured here.

Rick Ranta is standing next
to the tomato plants in the
garden. The garden is probably the best we have had in
several years.

First row L to R; Andy Hakundy, Harvey McKonley, Edward
Brown, Herman Johnson, Fritz Noesner, Richard Reinker,
Walter Jepson, William Nelson and Robert Peterman.
Second row L to R; Lawrence Anderson, Karl Welty, Merle
Gran, Pastor Pettersen, Norman Nelson, Reuben Johnson
and Robert English.
Missing from the picture; Richard C. Johnson, Eugene
Nemitz, Leroy Towne, C. William Johnson and Harry
Malquest.
This rather large board was divided into two distinct sections.
The “Trustees”, todays Property Committee.
The “Deacons”, todays Worship and Music Committee.
It is interesting to note that in 1956 there were no elected
women on the Administrative Board.. A different time!

Food Pantry clients are invited to go into the garden
and harvest tomatoes. A
nice change from our normal practice.

Interim Secretary
Beckey Young, a member with
many years of secretarial experience at Buckeye Schools, has
agreed to step in temporarily
and provide secretarial services
until the pandemic ends and
we have returned to a normal
operation.
Beckey will be working two or
three days a week providing a
“bridge” between Belle and a
new secretary to be hired later.

Welcome Home to Messiah

By: Pastor Meranda

August 23 thru August 30 in the Year of Pandemic
This may have been buried in last week’s weekly letter. Council has resolved to keep the building closed to outside groups and
regular congregation activities thru November 1 st. Colleges are still sending students home, sports events are cancelled or limit
spectators, culture events are cancelled, there is no inoculation for Covid19. Keeping the building closed, except for carefully
managed weekend worship, is the responsible thing to do.
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Speaking of worship, here are the new times starting Labor Day weekend. Saturday September 5th Holy Communion is 9:30 a.m. Sunday September 6th Holy Communion is 10:00 a.m.
Sunday worship time will remain 10:00 a.m. thru the fall, starting September 6th. Saturday
worship time will remain 9:30 a.m. thru the fall starting September 5th.
At least thru November 1st the choir will not sing on Sundays. Currently, no Sunday Forum is scheduled. There is bible study
Wednesday mornings at 10:30 a.m. I’m open to the possibility of offering a Zoom bible study.
We were proud to be Ashtabulans last week. On Thursday the Ashtabula County Metroparks dedicated the ADA pathway at Red
Brook Park. Participants were all appropriately masked for the ribbon cutting. There are ten parks in the county Metroparks system. There are more parks outside the Metropark system. There is plenty to see and do here, even during Corona Virus isolation.
We were also proud to be Ashtabulans last week at the changing of the guard at Hubbard House. The former executive director is
retired and the new executive director has begun her tenure. The safe ceremony to mark that transition of leadership was inspiring. I’m always ennobled when I hear the story of the underground railroad and Hubbard House Ashtabula as a northern terminus. One of the take away phrases at the ceremony came from a colleague in the ministerial association, Rev. Singh. His phrase
was, “against slavery then, against oppression now.”
I’m part of a newly established group in the ELCA called Mission Interpreters. Our focus is stewardship. We’ve barely begun. Interestingly, we meet via Zoom. Zoom conferencing may forever change the way we do business in America. Many businesses have
discovered their employees work effectively remotely and communicate well via video conferencing. This may eliminate the need
in some cases for having people commute into the “office”. I wonder if religious denominations will follow this cost cutting
trend. I, for one, would miss the face-to-face interactions; that is often what provokes creativity and inventiveness.
I close this with a shout out for all the students in our land. From age 3 in a pre-school to Ph.D. in a grad school, they are charting
new courses as they sail thru troubled waters. I especially admire high school seniors. So much of the high school experience
comes to fruition in that magical senior year. The Class of 2021 will endure unprecedented hardship without the benefit of close
community and events that strengthen and support. If they negotiate their way thru this crisis they are going to emerge as rock
solid young adults with huge gifts for society. Remember the old bumper sticker, “support your local police?” I’d like to fashion a
new one, “support your local students.”
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Be well.

Worship Is Different!

Worship:

Worship at Messiah is different during this pandemic.

Saturday 9:30 am
Sunday 10:00 am

All members are wearing masks. There is a traditional gospel
lesson and Pastor’s sermon adds substance to the gospel for
the day.

Sunday School:
Will Resume Later

Adult Forum:
Will Resume Later

Debbie’s organ playing is beautiful and a real highlight of
each weekends services.
Communion is self serve after the wine and bread are consecrated.
There is no singing by anybody in order to minimize the
spreading of the coronavirus.
The service is relatively short usually lasting about 45
minutes.
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