Pastor’s Column

Offering Envelopes Helpful

Messiah’s chancel and nave are encircled by stained glass windows. Start with the balcony window. This time of year, on a sunny day, its effect at mid-morning is glorious. Panels of stainedglass windows align the walls on the east and west sides. Larger stained-glass windows are
framed behind the choir (east transept) and behind where the pastor, deacon, and acolyte sit
(west transept). But the most prominent is up front, over the altar. This is most prominent because everyone sees it all at the same time. It catches your eye as you enter. It stays with you as
long as you stay in the building.
That prominent stained-glass window over the altar features Jesus in conversation with three
children. Jesus holds one, a toddler. Jesus’ hand blesses and guides another. A third child looks
up adoringly at Jesus. The artist conveys an obvious message. Jesus is for the little ones among
us. He is for the vulnerable ones. He’s with us when we do not have a lot of accomplishments to
show for ourselves. He’s with us as we are learning. He’s with us as we are growing and maturing. He is for us, especially when we are weak.
The caption at the bottom of the image is the old King James text from Matthew 19:14, “Suffer little children to come unto me.”
Language evolves thru the centuries. The word “suffer” back then did not mean only pain and misery. It also meant to permit.
Jesus is saying, “permit, invite, encourage the children to come unto me.” (There’s a set of prayers in our hymnal called the
Suffrages. These petitions ask God to engender a series of blessings to happen in our world.)
That stained glass would have been installed at Messiah around 1929. It’s been there blessing this community for 91 years. It’s
been there longer than most of us will ever live. I wonder if a Messiah committee specified a Jesus and Children image. Our
denominational heritage is Augustana Synod. I learned at a recent conference that Augustana Synod especially focused on ministry with youth and children. Or, I wonder if the stained-glass company merely had that in mind, presented it to Messiah, and
Messiah decided to go with it. No matter how it got to be here, I’m glad it is. And I’m glad for the next generations that get to be
moved and inspired by the stained-glass at Messiah. Art and beauty are precious in this tinsel and plastic culture.
Whenever anyone wants a tour of Messiah stained-glass, let me know. I’m always happy to talk about the stories in those windows. Those stories are part of the BIG story of God in Christ – born, died, and risen for us. Those windows are part of the BIG
story of Holy Spirit present within and among us, leading us to Christ and God’s embrace.
Welcome home to Messiah
Pastor Michael Meranda

Hope Hunt Helps Pastor

We Had A Meeting

Hope Hunt got away from her father, Kevin, and crawled
towards the front of the
Church one recent Sunday
morning. Pastor reached
down and picked her up.
She was pretty content in
his arms for awhile but
then started to squirm and
Pastor put her back down
and Kevin retrieved her.

Messiah’s President, Beckey
Young, called the
January 26 meeting of the Congregation to order
right after the
worship service.

We thank Frank Maenpa
for snapping this photo
from the choir loft on his
camera phone and emailing it to us.
Debbie Fleming also
snapped a photo that Pastor mailed to us. It was a
good photo too and we
thank her for her thoughtfulness.
There is never a dull moment at Messiah!

There were only
two items on the
agenda. First to
hear the treasurer’s report concerning our income and expenses for 2019.
Second to consider the budget for
2020.
Church Treasurer, Candy Rodgers, reviewed income and
expenses for 2019 and presented the budget for 2020.
Both reports were accepted unanimously as presented.
Pastor closed the meeting with prayer.

By: Candy Rodgers, Church Treasurer

The offering envelopes are a
wonderful tool that makes our
counting process go smoothly
and efficiently every Sunday.
The envelope number that you
are assigned gets entered into
the computer system so that at
any time of the year you can
have a statement of giving.
Without it the counting leader
has to look up your number
and fill it out on a separate
sheet which can be time consuming. So we love it when you
use your envelopes. There are
two blank lines on the envelopes so you can split your contribution into other funds
such as food pantry or altar flowers for just two examples.
If you don’t mark what fund you want your contribution to
go to it will get put into the current fund that pays for all
the operating expenses.
As we are preparing the order for the 2021 envelope purchase I realize there are some who do not use their envelopes. We have to order this soon to take advantage of the
discount. If you are getting envelopes, but for whatever
reason do not want to please let me know. For those of
you who are giving electronically I will be adding a 3 in
front of your number so that you can still get a statement
but you won’t be getting a pad of envelopes. You can still
give to any funds during the year outside of your electronic
offering but it would just need to be put into a generic envelope and marked what fund you want it to go to. If you
still want a pad of envelopes please let me know and I
won’t make any changes to your account.
Your contributions are important to us and we try to make
sure that all your gifts no matter what funds they designated for are applied to your account so you have an accurate
statement at the end of the year. Please feel free to contact
me with any questions you might have regarding your account or ways of giving.

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes
The Men of Messiah will again be helping the Congregation
to “kick off” lent with a Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner. The
dinner will feature pancakes, link sausage, juice and coffee.
It will be on Tuesday, February 25 from 4:30 to 6:30 pm.

Church Mouse Heard:
During the minister’s prayer one Sunday,
there was a loud whistle from one of the back
pews. Tommy’s mother was horrified. She
pinched him into silence and, after Church
asked, “Tommy what made you do such a
thing?” Tommy answered soberly. “I asked
God to, teach me how to whistle, and he did!”

Thanksgiving Dinner
Becky Ollikainen, L, and
her mother Ricky Labry, R,
are seen here enjoying
their Thanksgiving dinner.
This popular event annually attracts scores of people
and many guests. It takes a
hoard of volunteers to conduct it and we, members of
the congregation, are always thankful for their
help.
Men of Messiah have
agreed that starting with
the 2020 dinner they will
deliver meals.

Grimm Leads Worship
Retired ELCA Pastor Fred
Grimm led worship at Messiah one recent Sunday
when Pastor Meranda was
away. Here he is seen meeting with Deacon Emelia
Lindberg, L, prior to the
service.
Pastor Grimm and his wife
Dawn have recently joined
Messiah and are members of
the choir.
We are really pleased and
honored to have them as
members of Messiah as we
go on our faith journey together.

There is no charge for attendance. A donation box will be
available.
Last year’s dinner was a resounding success with many people in attendance. Plan now to attend.

Winterfest Pot Luck
Feb. 23 After Church

2019 LAH Statistics
36,180 meals served
1305 families helped

Letters & Emails

Blons Join

Dear Messiah Members,

We welcomed the Blons into our Church family recently. L
to R Terry Blon, Dorothy Blon and Pastor Meranda.

I want to thank you again for the delicious cookies I received
at Christmas.
Also, I enjoyed the Christmas carols sung by the choral group.

The Blons first came to Messiah upon the invitation of the
late Janet and Albin Anderson.
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Wishing all a Happy New Year!
Ruth Jepson

Christmas Carolers

Boxing Day A Success!

Pictured here are the Christmas carolers . They are seen at
Julie Loucks residence at Austinburg Rehab. L to R Nancy
Krajec, Pastor Meranda, Julie Loucks, Kathy Nordquest,
Rhana Wehn, Saundra Castrilla, Lauren Hagerman, Jerry
Kujala and Mariel Kujala. Not in the picture are Tina
Tallbacka and Sherri Hurst.

Bus Trippin With Barb
By: Barb Lewis

Our next trip is Saturday, March 21 to the Shen Yun 2:00 pm
show at Playhouse Square in Cleveland. Cost is $130 and
RSVP and payment are due by March 1st.
We have only 10 tickets available. This trip is in partnership
with Richmond Transportation. No refunds!

Held on Dec. 26, Joan
Malkie and Mary Meranda termed it a
great success!
For the ten people
who attended it was a
relaxing, fun filled
afternoon with loads
of laughter and great
“eats”.

Messiah Messenger
February 2020

Boxing day is out of
the English tradition
and is a day when ladies meet to “box up”
their left over sweets
from Christmas.

Worship:

11:00 am Sunday

Sunday School:
11:00 am Sunday

We were proud to bring this English tradition to Messiah.

Adult Forum:
9:45 am Sunday

Daytimers Meet
Daytimers meet on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of every
month . They play cards, eat at noon and resume playing cards in
the afternoon.
Their meetings start at 10:30 am and they usually end at about
3:00 pm. Here, part of one Wednesdays group is shown eating
their lunch. L to R Homer Young, Kurt Nordquest, Brenda
Greenawalt, Will Greenawalt, Norma Williams, Herb Watts and
David Anderson.

Welcome
Home To
Messiah
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