Pastor’s Column

Letters & Emails

Church Mouse Heard Hank & Frank:

The Summer of 2019 began with a blessing and ended with a blessing.

Greetings, Ashtabula Friends,

June 9, 2019 brought the 69th annual blessing of the fleet in Ashtabula’s Harbor. This is
Ashtabula at its best. Skies were sunny and clear. Breeze coming off the lake was fresh. The River is its own perfume. We wore sunglasses. Our arms and faces were not yet tan. Sea Scouts laid
a memorial wreath. A bugler blew taps. We prayed for our waterways, for vessels and those who
sail them, and for those whose lives the water has taken from us. It’s a beautiful and meaningful
way to kick off summer. It’s as if now that the fleet is blessed, summer chores, ball games, picnics, vacations, etc. may begin. It’s good that the first word at the beginning of summer was a
word of blessing.

I am in the process of giving away books- both theological
and non-theological. I have a book entitled “American
Christmases”, a firsthand account of holiday happenings
from early days to modern times. It was written by Joanne
Martel and copyrighted in 2005. The cover says she lives in
Southern Pines, North Carolina.

Hank and Frank were baseball buddies.
They were the biggest fans in the whole
U.S. Both were on the Faith Church
Team. The guys made an agreement between them that whoever died first would
try to come back and report on whether
or not there was baseball in heaven.
Hank died first, and as he had promised ,
came to Frank as in a dream. “Frank,”
Hank whispered in his buddies ear, “I’ve got good news and
bad news. The good news is there is baseball in heaven.”
“And the bad news,” Frank asked. “You’re pitching tomorrow night!”

At the end of Summer 2019 I was part of another rite of blessing. This time it was indoors, at
Edgewood High School. This is the 3rd time now I’ve been the pastor who delivers the invocation / benediction at the hall of fame inductions. I who deliver the blessing am always blessed by
that event. I hear the stories of those who have graduated from high school but have gone on to distinguish themselves in a variety of creative ways. There is a common denominator among these distinguished alumni. It is relationships. They all have led
exceptional lives because they have done something or provided something that makes a difference in the lives of others. When
they tell their stories, most of them make a faith-based reference.
So, Summer of 2019 for me began and ended in blessing. The first blessing was under the new summer sky, day light gaining;
the second blessing was indoors, daylight fading. Blessing was the first word and the last word on summer. It is the same with
our lives. We are book-ended with prayer and blessing. We begin with Holy Baptism, typically in infancy. God claims us and
promises forgiveness. God sets us on a paradoxical journey in that whenever we need renewed life, God invites us to look to the
cross. Life begins with the prayer and blessing of baptism. Life is punctuated with the prayer and blessing of the funeral liturgy.
At death God completes the promise God first made to us at baptism. In the drowning of baptism, we died to enter new life
with God. When we die in physical death, God intervenes to pull us thru the gate of death in order to experience even more intimate life with God face to face. In the sense that they both involve dying before new living, baptism and death are the same
thing. Baptismal blessing begins our years and baptismal/funeral blessing punctuates our years. The meantime is saturated
with God encountering us and with unending opportunities to give and receive love.
May our souls & smiles shine as bright & warm as the Summer of 2019,
Pastor Michael Meranda

Isabelle Fleming Receives $500

Theology on Tap

The introduction includes these words: “as a former Philadelphia court reporter, who recorded peoples actual words
for a living, I have a natural liking for verbatim accounts”.
The intro includes these words by Joanne Martel which I
just noticed: “I was six years old, growing up in Ashtabula,
Ohio”
The book is in perfect condition. I did not even write my
name in it. If anyone in Ashtabula would like this book, I
will send it to them. Just let me know. Otherwise I will give
it away locally.
Peace, John Lekander
lekander@bellsouth.net

We truly appreciate your support and participation at our
annual “Dragon back to school Bash”. Our Bash was a huge
success. Please know how much you’ve helped our students
and families and how much we all appreciate it.

The popular coffee hours continued this month, although with
a change of venue. This one was held in the Fellowship Hall,
instead of the Luther Room.

Ashtabula Area City Schools
Mark Potts, Superintendent

We established this scholarship from funds given to
Messiah in memory of Robert Bjerstedt and Rosella
Lewis. The money is invested
in a Thrivent Mutual Fund
and only the interest earned
is used to fund the scholarships.

Cathy Carle also says:

Thank you Ed Spencer for your work cleaning the Church
carpets and repainting the parking lot lines. We appreciate
it!

Thank you Homer Young for your work on replacing the
light high above the East side of the altar and the work on
the upstairs fire door. We appreciate these tasks, too.

The topic this night was “Our souls”.

Isabelle is a graduate of Conneaut High School and is a student at Kent State University. She is studying criminal justice.

September “Theology” will be on the 18th again at Halcyon’s in
the harbor.

Our congratulations to Isabelle and we wish her well in her
studies.

All members and guests are invited. These discussions are always
interesting and enjoyable.

This non denominational Bible Study is open to all. Reservations are not needed. Just come and enjoy yourself.

August Coffee Hour

Cathy Carle says:

A crowd of about a dozen people attended the August “Theology
on Tap” at Halcyon restaurant in Ashtabula Harbor. Pastor led our
discussion and, as usual, had a hand out.

Barb Ranta announces that Tapestry Bible Study will be returning to meet at Messiah. They will meet Tuesdays September 10 thru October 1 from 9:30 am to 11:00 am. Beginning
October 7 we will meet Mondays and Tuesdays at 9:30 am to
11:00 am.

Messiah Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Michael Meranda, Pastor

Isabelle Fleming, Daughter
of Debbie and Marcel Fleming received the $500 Messiah Lutheran Church scholarship recently.

In recent years we also gain
funds from the sale of aluminum cans donated by members.
The cans are sold to a recycler and the proceeds are given to
the scholarship fund.

Tapestry to start Sept. 10

Welcome Home To Messiah
Reunion Dinner
October 20
Plan To Attend

The Lindberg family was the host. Emelia, Shyanna and Pam
did their usual good job of hosting. We enjoyed coffee and
juice, cheese, meat and crackers and cookies. We extend a
great big thank you to all of the Lindberg’s.
In the picture below, the Nordquest and Schroeder families
are getting “caught up” on the happenings the week before.
Or, they might still be talking about the fishing in Canada!
They seem to have one intruder. Becky Ollikainen is in the
back in the white blouse. Maybe she is going fishing with them
next year!!

Bus Trippin With Barb

Daytimers Resume

I have two trips planned. They are:

Daytimers begin meeting again this fall in September. They
will meet on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of each
month. Their meeting begins at 10:30 am and ends at about
3:00 pm.

By: Barb Lewis

Trip # 1
Christmas in the Woods in Columbiana, Ohio. Cost is $40
which includes the entrance fee. We’ll leave at 8:00 am and
return at 4:00 pm. Reservations are due by October 12.
Trip # 2
“Donna Summer” at Playhouse Square in Cleveland. We’re
going October 26 and the cost will be about $120.
For more details about any of these trips contact Barb at 440
-228-0872. All trips are in partnership with Richmond
Transportation.

Messiah Lutheran Church
615 Prospect Road
Ashtabula, OH 44004

Participants should bring a dish to share at lunch and a
“winning attitude” for playing cards.
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Sunday School Begins
Sunday School will again be held at 11:00 am each Sunday.
After a half hour lesson the students will join the adults upstairs in the Sanctuary for Holy Communion.
Pastor’s “Sunday Forum” will resume at 9:45 am in the Luther Room. Topics this year will include the Pastoral Epistles
(Timothy and Titus) and a study of world religions - Islam,
Buddhism and Hinduism.
All Sunday School activity will resume September 8.

A Great Church Picnic (Without Coffee)

Messiah Messenger
September 2019
Worship:

11:00 am Sunday

Sunday School:
11:00 am Sunday

Adult Forum:
9:45 am Sunday

About 60 people attended the Church Picnic at Saybrook Township Park. As usual, the food was excellent with lots of delicious
dishes prepared by Messiah cooks.
In the pictures above, starting in the upper left corner and continuing clockwise, Deacon Rick Ranta and Pastor conducting the service. Pastor delivering his Homily. Part of the crowd going
through the buffet line. In the last picture a group of people are
visiting - a common occurrence at the Picnic.
We had a storm the night before the picnic and the park had no
power. Emelia Lindberg ran the sound system off the inverter in
her truck. Another member tried to run the coffee pot off his inverter. But it wasn’t strong enough. So, we had no coffee!
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