
 Pastor’s Column 
 
I was reading our denomination’s social statement on Women and Justice. This document calls 
us to interpret the bible from a “neighbor justice” perspective. I’m not exactly sure yet what that 
means. But I’ll find out. It occurred to me that thru the years I’ve experienced many methods of 
interpreting the bible.  
 
The professor who taught Exegesis 101, introduction to biblical interpretation, had studied at the 
famed pontifical biblical institute in Rome. He brought back to America the Historical Critical 
Method (HCM) for bible study. This was academically very rigorous. Use the critical apparatus 
to establish the text. Be aware of the historical setting of the text. Understand the sociological 
setting that formed the text. Determine the text’s literary form. Note the philological (I just love 
that word) patterns in the text.  
  
The “Salvation History” (Heilsgeschichte) method emerged from a 19th Century German Luther-
an theologian named Johannes von Hofman. This method of reading the bible sees a “red 
thread” that ties all those stories together. In other words, all the stories in some form or fashion 
anticipate or illuminate the Christ on the cross event. If anyone watches TD Jakes on TV, he practices the Salvation History 
method.   
 
I really struggled to learn Redaction Criticism. That method asks why different authors would reduce a version of a story the 
way they did. For example, why does only Luke tells us about the Good Samaritan and why does only Matthew leave us a for-
mula for church discipline? I struggled with this years ago but it has since become an automatic “go to” tool for me.  
 
A seminar on John’s Gospel introduced me to Reader Response Criticism. This method comes to theology from literary studies. 
The method arrives at the meaning of the text by asking who is the author, who does the author use as a narrator, how do the 
characters interact with each other, how do the characters emerge and shape the story. 
 
A presentation on Mark’s gospel introduced to me chiastic reading of texts. That’s a funny way saying ancient authors arranged 
sequences in a story like one side of the letter X. Episodes lead into a story and then back out of a story. The middle episode is 
the point of the story. This method leads us to conclude the first half of Mark’s Gospel teaches us the centrality of table fellow-
ship.  
 
I was born at just the right time. I’ve witnessed an explosion of scholarly insight into the bible. As a pastor-teacher, I constantly 
rely on a perspective that comes more from the farm and not so much from the university. The bible is like a bushel of apples. 
An apple bushel has two handles. You cannot pick up a bushel of apples using only one handle. If you do the bushel tips and 
the apples spill out. Grab the bushel of apples using both handles at the same time. The bible has two handles. They are Law 
and Gospel. The law handle is what God demands; it is God mirroring for us our condition. The gospel handle is God’s for-
giveness and love. The power to transform comes thru the love.  We listen for these two words from God when we read the bi-
ble. The law word is, “stop doing this; you are hurting yourself and others.” The gospel word is, “I love you; the Holy Spirit will 
draw you into Christ and so transform you.” These two words from God make the bible that living voice for us. It “sustains our 
faith and fellowship” that we may become God’s “service for the world” (ELCA Constitution 2.02.b). 
Welcome Home to Messiah,  
 
Pr. Michael Meranda 

Church Mouse Heard About: 
 
A father reading a Bible story to his young 
son. He read, “the man named Lot was 
warned to take his wife and flee out of the 
city, but his wife looked back and was 
turned into a pillar of salt.” 
 
His son asked, “what happened to the 
flea?” 

Maundy Thursday Service 
 

 
Those who attended the Maundy 
Thursday service and Passover meal  
were treated to a real nice event. Pas-
tor did a wonderful job explaining the 
event  and helping all of us better un-
derstand the Passover and other Holy 
Week events. 
 
The meal prepared by Rick Ranta and 
Sue Riley featured baked chicken 
breasts and roasted vegetables.  Other 
members helped them put it all to-
gether and it turned out great! 
 
In the picture to the left, Pastor is 
seen leading the Maundy Thursday 
festivities.  
 
The festivities were in the Fellowship 
Hall.  
 

John the Baptist Vespers 
                                         By: Tina Tallbacka 
 
 John the Baptist Vespers are Wednes-
day, June 20, at Redbrook Boat Club, 
Lake Road West .  The evening will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. with a half-hour ves-
per service, led by Pastor Meranda.   
We will then enjoy appetizers and 
drinks, followed by watching the sunset 
together.   
 
Our Hospitality Committee members 
will be bringing appetizers, and anyone 
else who attends is welcome to help out 
by contributing a goody, although you 
do not have to bring anything.  Just 
come and enjoy.  
 
The Redbrook gate will be open from 6:30 to 7:15, but will be 
closed after that.  If you will be arriving later than 7:15, 
please let me know, so we can arrange to let you in.  Please 
join us for fellowship at the lake. My phone number is 440-
812-1947.   

The Garden Is In! 
 
Shown below are the members of the garden planting crew. L 
to R, Beckey Young, Rick Ranta, Renee Spencer and Lanny 
Anderson. The 2018 garden was planted May 17. With a little 
luck and a good growing season, there will be plenty of vege-
tables for food pantry clients.  

Stained Glass Window Update 
 
Whitney Stained Glass Studio of 
Cleveland continues to work on 
our stained glass. In the picture 
at the left, Peter Wells paints the 
refurbished exterior wood.  
 
In the picture at the right, Gra-
ham Fox does some repair work 
to the west window above the old 
Children’s Choir Loft. 
 
We are very fortunate to have an 
anonymous donor and the Mes-
siah Foundation who have cov-
ered the cost of this expensive 
stained glass work. Our thanks 
to them both. 

Garden Maintenance Schedule 
                                                                       By: Renee Spencer 
 
Here is the watering and weeding schedule for the garden this 
year. Here’s to another great growing season! Thanks to eve-
ryone who has volunteered to help. 
 
            May 27 - June 2                            Renee Spencer 
            June 3 - 9                                       Lanny Anderson 
            June 10 - 16                                   Robin Wells 
            June 17 - 23                                    Beckey Young 
            June 24 - 30                                   Gary Eble 
            July 1 - 7                                          Sue Leitert 
            July 8 - 14                                       Rick Ranta 
            July 15 - 21                                     Renee Spencer 
            July 22 - 28                                    Lanny Anderson 
            July 29 - August 4                         Robin Wells 
            August 5 - 11                                   Beckey Young   
            August 12 - 18                                 Gary Eble 
            August 19 - 25                                 Sue Leitert 
            August 26 - September 1               Rick Ranta 

Letters & Emails 
 
To my Messiah Family, 
 
Thank you so muck for all the prayers and lovely sympathy 
cards during my time of grief. I am touched by so many  
expressions of sympathy and caring that I have received since 
returning to worship with all of you.  
 
A special thanks from our families and friends for the won-
derful meal after the memorial service. Thanks to all those 
who prepared and served the meal. It was a blessing to have 
such a pleasant atmosphere for our time of fellowship.  
 
God Bless You, Faythe Jerome and family.   
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Adult Sunday Forum  

Resumes In The Fall 
 

Church Mouse Saw Bulletin Funnies 
 
“Tithe if you love Jesus. Anyone can honk.” 
 
“Worry is interest paid on trouble before it 
is due.” 
 
“You can give without loving, but you can’t 
love without giving.” 

2018 Officers 
 
Shown here are our 
Church Officers for 
2018. Clockwise from 
lower left, Treasurer 
Candace Rodgers; 
President Mike Shaf-
fer; Pastor Rev. Mi-
chael Meranda; and 
Secretary Beckey 
Young.  
 
Missing from the  
picture is Vice Presi-
dent Frank Maenpa. 
 
We appreciate these 
officers donating 
their time and talents 
to help guide our 
Church in the year 
ahead. 

Theology on Tap 
 
Pastor has announced that the next Theology on Tap will be 
August 8. It will probably be at Halcyon in the Harbor. The 
topic is “angels”. More details will be announced as they be-
come available. 
 
Usually 20 to 30 members and friends attend. These are stim-
ulating discussions and very interesting. Everyone is welcome. 

Isabelle Fleming Addresses Forum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isabelle Fleming, a 2018 graduate of Conneaut High School, 
discussed her high school years at an Adult Sunday Forum 
recently. Her talk was very interesting and informative. She 
used many pictures to illustrate her talk and all who attended 
found it very enjoyable.  
 
Isabelle is enrolled at Kent State University this Fall where she 
will study business. We wish her the best and thank her for 
sharing with the Adult Forum.  

Our Graduates 
                                                       By: Cathy Carle 
 
Paige Burke, Lakeside H.S., 5-22; Gabrielle Ennis, Lakeside 
H.S., 5-22; Isabelle Fleming, Conneaut H.S., 5-19;  Nathan 
Lowery, Lakeside H.S., 5-22; Skaiya Mitcham, Edgewood 
H.S., 5-23; Ethan & Maggie Moore, Jefferson H.S., 5-18; 
Michael Palm, Wayzata H.S., Plymouth MN, 2018; Katrina 
Schmidt, Edgewood H.S., posthumously, 5-23; Robin Wells 
& Erika Bradley, Kent State Ashtabula, 5-11; Megan Palm, 
Ohio University, 2018.  
 
Congratulations to each of these graduates. 

May Coffee Hour  
 
 
May Coffee hour hosts 
were Joan & Carl 
Malkie, pictured at the 
left.  
 
They provided lots of 
delicious treats, coffee  
and juice.  
 
We appreciate their ef-
forts and appreciate the 
Hospitality Committee’s 
coordinating of these 
monthly coffee hours. 
 
If you’d like to host a 
coffee hour, contact 
Ruth Hlinovsky at 812-
2806. 

 

Financial Update 
                              By: Church Treasurer, Candace Rodgers 
 
For anyone who is interested, I put out copies of our month-
ly financial reports in the hallway every month. And you can 
find the giving projections chart on the hallway bulletin 
board which is updated every month. If you have any ques-
tions concerning any aspect of the Church finances, please  
feel free to contact me anytime. Along with everyone’s regu-
lar giving the Easter donations generated $1,355 and the 
Lent Challenge generated $1,805. The end of April brings us 
to 33% of the way through the year and our expenses are at 
34% and our income is trailing at 29%. It’s not a drastic gap 
but we hope it shortens up in the coming months. 


