
Church Mouse Says 
 
It’s funny how we believe what the newspaper 
says, but question what the Bible says.  

Pastor’s Column 
 
I love living in Ashtabula. Below are three Ashtabula stories. A common denominator ties them 
together; that common thread is grassroots practicality.  
 
An ecumenical group is planning an event called Bethlehem Christmas. December 8th and 9th 
volunteers from local churches will stage the Christmas story at the Ashtabula Mall. Visitors will 
have opportunity to view various scenes depicting the birth of Jesus: Angel Gabriel appearing to 
Mary, Romans telling Joseph to register for taxation; donkey ride to Bethlehem, angels appear-
ing; shepherds arriving; scene at the manger. There’s possibility of a camel. Bethlehem Christ-
mas does not descend from a national publishing house; it is led by local lay persons. It requires 
the cooperation of our neighbors: seamstresses, set designers, actors, hot chocolate providers, 
guides, etc. The Mall will donate the space. Law enforcement administrators will donate their 
time for event security.  
 
I love the car shows around Ashtabula.  In other places car shows are logistical nightmares. Ore-
gon has an annual “Concours de Elegance”.  Collectors arrive in caravans of trailers. There is ex-
pensive registration for class and category. Judges prowl the display. Overnight stays are arranged. Parking and admission are 
costly. Traffic is a horrendous. Ashtabula is different. We have car shows all the time. There is no admissions fee, spectators just 
show up and wander around. We never worry about parking or traffic. The collectors keep a simple event fun. They just drive in 
their classic car, find the next available space near a car already on display, and then back their classic into the next slot. Many 
owners lift the hood, role down the windows, and then wander off to engage car talk with others. The spectators are free to 
browse, remember, and imagine.   
 
Blessing of the Fleet started the summer of Ashtabula memories. Local citizens did not contract a promoter or navigate a laby-
rinth of red tape. They just gathered at Harbor Perk and planned the event. Small town connections made it happen. Somebody 
knew somebody to borrow a sound system, to contact Sea Scouts, to invite Knights of Columbus, to print the programs 
(Messiah!). So, the City Manager led the pledge, a LHS student played taps, a deacon brought holy water, kayakers drifted off 
shore, and summer 2017 began. Beach Glass, Wine and Walleye, Farmers Market, Arts on Bridge Street followed like ducklings 
tagging along after their mom.  
 
People just gather and do stuff here. Bureaucracy is minimal. Helping hands are many. Natural beauty, convenience, and com-
munity make it a privilege to live here. The goodness of God’s creation is vast. What we have here may be experienced any-
where. Appreciate the natural resources.  Cultivate relationships. Gather around noble deeds. Be aware of others who may need 
a little help if they are to participate.  
 
Messiah resides in the middle of all this goodness. Our handsome brick building is part of the landscape. Our many programs 
are part of the culture. We are called by God who sends us to love as we have been loved. We are embraced by God who sends us 
to embrace this world God so loves.  
 
Welcome home to Messiah,  
Michael Meranda  

Scholarship Awarded 
                                    By: Beckey Young 
 
Messiah Scholarship Committee met July 
18.  
 
Attending were: Tina Tallbacka, Barb 
Lewis, Jan Anderson, John Lovas, Homer 
Young and me.  
 
We awarded one $500 scholarship to 
Mark Knox II, grandson of Martha and 
Robert Pallutch. The Scholarship Com-
mittee is very thankful for the money and 
pop cans donated by the Messiah Congre-
gation. 

Women’s Tapestry 
 
Starting in October, Women’s Tapestry Bible 
Study will meet at Messiah on Monday and 
Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am to 11:30 am.  
 
Contact Barb Ranta at 964-7987 for more infor-
mation.  

Church Picnic Aug. 20 

VBS Is Underway 
 
About a dozen kids showed up for the first day 
of Vacation Bible School Tuesday, July 25. 
The picture at the right shows the kids in mu-
sic class with Cheri Cassady. 
 
Under the direction of Emelia and Shyanna 
Lindberg, VBS students start with supper 
served by the Men of Messiah and prepared 
by Manette Nelson and others.  
 
VBS Teachers include in addition to Cheri 
Cassady; Marie Blood, Rebecca Ollikainen, 
Sue Riley, Pam Lindberg and Shyanna Lind-
berg. Gary Eble is also there helping out 
where needed.  
 
The kids appeared to be enjoying VBS this 
year, The theme is “Super Heroes”.    

Waldameer Trip 
                                      By: Barb Lewis 
 
On Sunday July 9 our youth went to Waldameer Park to en-
joy the rides, picnic and fun. This trip is paid for by the Mes-
siah Craft and Vendor Event in which many of our youth par-
ticipate by selling tickets, helping with the bake sale and 
sloppy joe lunch.  
 
Our new mission this year was to adopt a local family that 
hasn’t had the opportunity to attend the park. I chose the 
Yates family. The five girls and their mom have had much 
adversity but always seem to survive them. I work with Octa-
via, and she is one awesome person, so this was a fantastic 
opportunity for me to help her have a day with her  girls.  
 
Thanks to Messiah members, we had a truly blessed day. I 
am appreciative of everything we do to continue to do public 
service, this is our mission.  
 
The picture below shows part of our group at Waldameer. 

June Statistics 
Lend-A-Hand 

 
91 Families Served 

309 Individuals  

Church Picnic 
                       By: Ruth Hlinovsky & Hospitality Committee 
 
Messiah’s Annual outdoor picnic is Sunday, August 20 at 
11:00 am. We will meet at Saybrook Township Park in the 
East Stone pavilion as usual. We can enjoy a view of the lake. 
Rest rooms are right close to us. The park is located at 5941 
Lake Road West. 
 
The day starts with worship service at 11:00 am. The picnic 
follows right afterwards. The Hospitality is asking everyone to 
bring a dish to share. We will furnish hot dogs, drinks and 
table service. Please plan on joining us for this Messiah tradi-
tion.  

Church Constitution 
 
The July council approved the constitution sub committee’s 
draft for revised constitution and by laws. The revision coin-
cides with the ELCA preferred constitution for congregations.  
 
The draft has been sent to Northeast Ohio Synod for approval 
and further instructions. We hope to present this for vote at 
the October meeting of the congregation.  
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Will Resume In The Fall 
 

Bev Ekensten The Winner 
 
Bev Ekensten is the winner in our name those people contest 
from July. She correctly named the people as Connie and Hal 
Cooper. Bev receives one full year of a free Messenger for cor-
rectly naming those people. Congratulations, Bev!!! 

August 9 Brass Band 
 
On August 9 at 7:00 pm Messiah will host the Ashtabula 
Brass Band for “Brass in the Grass” on our lawn area. We 
will move the concert into the Sanctuary in case of rain. 
Hospitality is asking for cookies to serve following the per-
formance. 

Financial Secretary Changes 
 
Marie Blood has resigned her position as a Financial Secretary 
after about 20 years of service to Messiah in this capacity. The 

Finance 
Committee 
recruited 
and trained 
Barb Lewis 
as her re-
placement.  
 
Barb joins 
three other 
Secretaries 
in this im-
portant role 
at Messiah. 
The Finan-
cial Secre-
tary is re-
sponsible 
for securing 
the Sunday 
morning 
offering and 

over sees the counting of our contributions immediately fol-
lowing the Worship Service each week. The four Financial Sec-
retaries work on a rotating basis, each taking one of every four 
weeks. Good luck, Barb. You’ve got big shoes to fill!  
 
In the picture above Marie is seen on the left with Barb on the 
right.   

Coffee Hours Continue 
 
The first Sunday in every month “Coffee Hours” after Wor-
ship continue to be a popular diversion for Messiah mem-
bers.  Hosted by the Hospitality Committee, these social 

Affairs are a great opportunity for members to get to know each 
other better. In the top picture L to R Maggie Anderson, Jan An-
derson, Norma Williams and Jill Heiser visit. Members going 
through the buffet line are seen in the lower picture.  
 
The Hospitality Committee is looking for volunteers to host the 
November Coffee Hour. Contact Ruth Hlinovsky if you are inter-
ested.  

Church Picnic Aug. 20 
11:00 am-Saybrook Twp. 
Park—Dinner To Follow 

Redbrook Vesper Service 
 
Shown here is part of the crowd at the record breaking Vesper 
Service in June at Redbrook Boat Club.  


