Pastor’s Column

Christ is risen! Alleluia!
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

As we enter into another Easter season, we are reminded of Christ's
victory over death. In a world where we are shown death constant-
ly, where companies relentlessly try to sell us ways to keep death at
bay, Christ is still risen.

When I was little, it used to bug me to no end that we say Christ is
risen, rather than has risen. To me, Christ’s resurrection was in the
past just as much as his death was. The difference that I recognize
now, is that the resurrection hasn't ended. The resurrection isn’t
just a farewell tour for Jesus to visit his friends after his death. Je-
sus remains risen, a living reminder of his victory over death.

When we feel belonging in a world of isolation, cared for in a world of apathy, seen in a world of
strangers, and challenged in a world of shortcuts, we feel the risen Christ very much alive.

Thank you!!
Thank you all for your generosity in giving to the discretionary fund. Since Christmas, we have been
able to help five people avoid having service disconnected on gas or electricity.

For our neighbors enrolled in payment plans to lower costs, missing payments can lead to being re-
moved from the program, being back charged the full amount from their time in the program, and in-
curring a reconnection fee that is often comparable to the monthly payment; all on top of losing electric-

ity or gas.

Easter Garden

Members of the Altar Guild are
seen arranging flowers and pots
in the sanctuary.

Members were again very gener-
ous in their donation of flowers
and pots for Easter.

It makes our chancel look very
appealing on Easter morning.

We thank all those who donated
flowers.

And we appreciate the work of
the Altar Guild in arranging them
so they all appear as beautiful as
when they were purchased.

Ouitreach/Stewardsip Report
By: Dawn Grimm, Co Chair

Messiah Lutheran Church invite women of the
community to a celebrating fellowship, creativity,
and faith. The event will take place on Sunday
May 3, from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM at Messiah
Lutheran Church, located at 615 West Prospect
Rd. Ashtabula, Ohio. Attendees are encouraged
to wear a spring hat from today or yesteryear.

Rebecca Ollikainen, highly respected local artist,
will lead the group in creating a painting which
they will take home at the conclusion. All sup-
plies are provided. This is an opportunity for
women to gather for a creative experience with
light refreshments while sharing their unique
gifts and talents in a warm and welcoming atmos-
phere.

The event is open to all women in the communi-
ty. Those interested in attending can sign up at
the church or call the church office at 440-992-
9293 to RSVP. Attendees are asked to consider a
donation to the church sponsored “Blessing Box”
either shelf stable food or cash donation.

Baby Layette ShowerThe committee is sus-
pending the feminine hygiene project for three
months to sponsor a Newborn Layette Shower for
moms of limited means or at Homesafe. A fre-
quent request for the Pastor’s discretionary fund
is newborn diapers. If you bring in layette items
such as onesies, receiving blankets or diapers you
may place them in the basket outside Pastor’s of-
fice. If you prefer to direct a donation through
your offering, please note it on the outside of the
envelope.The committee is also offering Ruth’s
Closet to women transitioning from Homesafe.
These women, often with children, are start-

ingout with little. Basic household items, cleaning
equipment and supplies are very helpful.

April Altar Flowers

April 26-both vases-
Joanna Pretz-Anderson and David Anderson in cel-
ebration of our 50th wedding anniversary.

April Vigil Candle

Nancy Krajec in memory of Richard Krajec

FareWell to The Banfields

On a Sunday in early March we had a coffee
hour to bid Fare Well to the Banfield’s. They
are moving to New Mexico to be closer to
family.

Beckey Banfield and her Brother-In-Law Har-
old are seen in this picture.

We enjoyed the coffee hour and visiting with
them.

Church Mouse Heard:

After a Sundy morning Church service, Philip
suddenly announced to his mother, Mom, I've
decided to become a minister when I grow up.
That’ s OK with me, but what made you decide
that?

Well, said the little boy, I'll have to go to Church
anyway, so I figure it will be more fun to stand
up and yell, than to sit down and listen.
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In this first picture, Pastor is
seen leading the group in her
lesson.

In the second picture, L to R,
Joyce Anderson, Kathy
Nordquest, Tricia Grosskopf,
Kurt Nordquest, and Joan
Malkie are seen enjoying their
soup dinner while visiting.

And in the bottom picture,
members are going thru the
buffet line to get their soup
and crackers. Three soups
were prepared each nite. They |
were delicious and we thank |
the cooks who prepared them.

In the pictures above and below, members who
participated are seen going through the buffet
line.

~ April 2026

Worship:
Sunday 10:00 am

Sunday School
Sunday 10:00 am

For The Members and Friends of Messiah Lutheran Church,
615 West Prospect Road, Ashtabula, OH 44004

Phone 440-992-9392
Fax 440-992-1348
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Web: www.messiahashtabula.com

Welcome

After their lunch of hot dogs and chili, members H ome TO
were invited to visit the dessert table to satisfy .
Messiah

their sweet tooth. Pastor Sarah Moore, cell: 513-476-0161




